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0, qualis facies! et quali digna tabelli! : 
Juv. Sat. x. 1. 157 

O, what a face! 

The picture fcarcely doth deferve a frame. 


W-HENEVER an ugly fellow is upbraided with the deformity 
of his vifage, his conftant reply is—Well! and what of that? I did 
not make myfelf. This might be true, if the journal of mankind did 
not produce inftances to the contrary. However paradoxical this 
may appear, certain it is, that many a man is the maker of hime 
felf: he paffes through the world in quite a different form from the 
one he brought with him, neither retaining the outline of his fea- 
tures nor the fimplicity of his youth. Difcontented with what nature 
in her kindnefs gave him, he is daily practifing the art of refinement, 
without rule or reafon to guide him in his difficulties. Elated by 
the felf-opinion which cuftom has deeply rooted in him, he {corns 
‘what friendfhip dictates, and clings to the wrong through ignorance 
of what is the right: thus, what with obftinacy on the one hand, 
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and want of judgment on the other, he acts after a manner of his 
own, and prides himfelf in the attraGtion of his fingularity. , 
“Nort a few of the above fort of people have come within the 
- verge of my attention, and I affure them they will find it mo eafy tafk 
to efcape svthqut a fevere whipping. Lote : 
FrLavus (for that was the name he generally went by at {chool, 
_ owing to the fallownefs of ‘his complexion which was given ‘him 
by the Sun) was, when: an infant, as beautiful a creature as the 
eye of man ever deigned to look on. ‘He received every indulgence 
from the hands of two fond parents that the period of youth could 
be permitted to enjoy: not a want of any reafonable kind being ex- 
preffed but it was fupplied in an inftant. From the conftant habit of 
having all things at his call, he contraéted fuch early notions of inde- 
pendence, that his mafter could with difficulty make him read a page; 
and when he did, it was flurred over in fo flovenly a ftyle that nei- 
ther of them hibakeed any fatisfaction from the tafk. In this dal- 
lying way Flavus continued tjll he had attained the age of eigh- 
teen, when he was fent to one of our univerfities to put a finifh- 
ing hand to his. education which might. as. yet be faid to be in 
embrio. Here again he continued his former practifes, taking care 
‘to add to them more than double the. extravagance, and living in a 
‘continued fcene of ynlettered luxury. One day when the fparkling 
Juice had rendered him more giddy than before, he muft ev’n take 
it in his head to tur bruifer, and bully every one that chance. had 
brought into his path. But as one: day or other we are all certain 


of chaftifement for our follies, fo it happened to this. wayward 
youth, who had no fooner aimed his blow, than bis. hardy antago- 
nift laid him {prawling on the ground, and left him, to get up the 
beft way he was able. Doubly inflamed,at this reception, ‘which 
he met quite unexpectedly, he fallied. forth a fecond. time, and got 
fo complete a drubbing as to have his eyes flopped up, and his nofe 
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flattened. into pafteboard. From that day, which will be the moft 
memoyable of any. in, his life, he kept his bed: for fix painful.weeks, 
andyat- the end.of them, though reftored to health, his face received, 
{a comic.a form,as.to refemble a peck-loaf rather than a human 
countenance. At the: end) of a, few years he became of ftanding for 
a, Degree, but.as he hadidled away his, time without doing any exer 
cifes, for it, he met: with a sefafal,, Somaewhat imortified at this. he 
‘determined. on, making the tour, of Europe, and. for that purpofe, 
made, all the neceflary preparations, Previous, however, ‘to. his, 
final. departure he advertifed for an agreeable companion, who could, 
fpeak the French language with facility, and dire& him in. every; 
thing in, which he himfelé was, ignorant, Fortunately, his adver. 
tifement was anfwered by a man exactly to, his withes, except that, 
having fome money of his own, he had conttagted a {ort of manly 
deportment that made him, look on. the world with an eye of indes 
pendence, and, kept: hica fuperior to the {neers of impertinence. 
When they had arrived at Pans, Flavus was for attending every 
place of amufement he could find, and propofed to his new acquain- 
tance a plan of going fhares in a Vis-a-vis ; which the other con- 
ftantly declined, alledging as a reafon that while be had legs to carry 
him he foauld goon foot. Befides, like other people that travel for 
the fake of information and not for the fole purpofe of breathing 
a different air, he withed to fee the varioys articles of trade, and 
the manufactures in which the French were thought to be fuperi- 
or to his own countrymen, | 

. ‘Tuiswide difference in their defires kept them always abfent fron 
‘each other, fo that Flavus was in the eaft when his companion 
avas in the weft, and wheneyer one thifted, the other togk a point 
diametrically oppofite. Every thing that could be named wor thy 
of obfervation, was viewed by the one, whilft the other ftudied how 
che could the moft seadily eafe his poskets of their contents, Here 
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a feparation not at all favourable to this diflipated young man took | 
place; for the circle of obfervation having been defcribed, it would. 
be needlefs to remain at Paris any longer, and Flavus being un- 
willing to relinquifh his pleafures would not proceed on to Rome, 
whither his friend had preflingly invited him. No period could 
poflibly be more unfortunate than this. The beams of probability, 
that once gave a fort of glimmering light, were now totally obfcu- 
red: he was abforbed in the whirlpool of fenfuality, with a head 
more giddy every round he took: unable to grafp hold of any thing 
that might fave him from perdition, he was borne up folely by 
the tide of chance; and thus friendlefs through inattention, and 
money-lefs through profufion, his rank and fortune were fufpended 
on a mere nothing. WNeceflity at length brought him -to a fenfe 
of his fituation, which muft ‘invariably be the cafe where folid re- 
flection is at all wanting, and made him for a while roufe up his 
torpid faculties. He now for the firft time: thought of leaving a 
place which had nearly drained his purfe, without beftowing any 
real benefit upon him; and refolved on returning immediately to 


England. 


PRUDENTLY enough he had forewarned his relations of his in- 


tention, fo that his father’s carriage was ordered to meet him 
half-way on the road to Dover, which was a very great piece of 
affiftance to a man that had fo little cafh remaining. When the 
intelligence of his numerous debts feemed to him daily to accumu- 
late, it was thought his extravagant turn of mind would be final- 
ly checked, becaufe the deepeft impreflions muft be confequently 
the moft lafting. But as he had ‘been ever habituated to eafe and 
plenty, the ideas‘he had imbibed in his youth could not be eradica- 
ted in his manhood ; and thus, ill-favoured before the completion 
of his growth, his difpofition was blafted for ever, to remain in 


the fame crooked form into which it was originally bent. On the 
death 
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death of his’ father, which happened {Gon ‘after, from 2 fall ‘he ‘revei- 
wed from his horfe, his old feénes of diffipation were retouched if 
| poffible with a-more .glowing pencil than before, ‘and ‘in this fitua- 
tion I thall beg Jeave'to quit ‘him, ‘being very ‘unwilling ‘to difclofe 
the melancholy conclufion of ‘his ill ited exiftence, ; 
Tue comment that may be tmade on the foregoing life is obvi- 
ous. Ju making a ftrict examination into the progreffive tages of 
a man’s life, and obferving the very thinute variations ‘for ‘the better 
or ‘the worfe in each tefpective faye, ‘the imagifiation cafndt but 
be impreffively ftruck, when objé&s fo ‘little thought of before, 
force themfelves in miriads to the view. Life in its incipient ftate 
affords the moft perfect delineation of the purity of our nature that 
can poflibly be exhibited: painters in all ages and of every nation 
have had recourfe to it, to enable them to defcribe more warmly 
the mild and unaffected countenance of innocence. As we advance 
towards the middle ftate, when the powers of the mind are fet in 
action, and every {pring is exerted to the greateft pitch of elafticity, 
fuch an extenfive mup is fpread out fot the employment of our 
attention, that no trouble ¢ah bé tédo great to trace the paths moft 
adapted to our progrefs. Here the ideas and purfuits of men put 
on fo variegated an appeatatice, that we are almoft loft in the 
midft of our inveftigation. Here we find fo little to praife and fo 
much to cenfure, that the Heats: weatied in paffing judgettient on 
the faulty, and receiving fuch trifling aid from virtue, droops and 
defponds at the melancholy difcovery. So many paths may be ftruck 
out that bear no kind of refemblance to one another, fome being 
rugged and unpleafant when others are fmooth and delightful, fome 
ftrait and narrow when others are circuitous and broad, that on 
fecond confiderations our aftonifhment muft ceafe. If indeed it 


were poffible to crofs from one road into the other without a barrier 


to obftruct our fteps, the tranfition from wrong to right would be 
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more, quickly performed ; but unfortunately the whole muft be 
aundone before a frefh attempt can be. made, and -moving ina retro 
grade propottion :the journey is confequently lengthened. After all, 
it is no. difficult tafk to attain the fixed point:of our withes with- 
out turning out of.our way, if the memorials of thofe who have 
gone before us be.ufed as charts and directories. ~All that is :necef- 
fary on the occafion.1s forefight forour leader, and {teadinefs for. cour 
wheel horfe, and in this way we may jog“on without: fear of being 
bewildered ; ufing the book. of experience for a.guide, and feeding 
en comfort as fruit to our, defert.' ’ ' 
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